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WHITE RIBBON DAY —  
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [2.06 pm]: Today we mark the 
United Nations’ International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. This day seeks to raise 
awareness about the very real and frightening issue of domestic violence. White Ribbon Day was created by a 
handful of Canadian men in 1991 on the second anniversary of one man’s massacre of 14 women in Montreal, 
Canada. In 1999, the United Nations’ General Assembly declared 25 November the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women. The white ribbon has become the symbol for this day, and I thank 
members for their support in wearing their white ribbons in the house this afternoon. The White Ribbon 
campaign is unique, as it is aimed at prevention, and focuses on encouraging men to take the lead role in their 
communities and networks. It also focuses on the positive roles that men can play to create a culture in which 
violence and attitudes that encourage the use of violence are increasingly unacceptable.  

The shocking reality is that in extreme cases, domestic family violence can, on occasion, result in the death of a 
victim. Fifteen women and two children died as a result of family and domestic violence between May 2008 and 
April 2009. I find this totally unacceptable. Yesterday, I met with key stakeholders from across the state to take 
the important step of exploring available options for establishing a fatality review process for this state. The aim 
of establishing such a process would be to identify systemic issues and factors that contribute to domestic 
homicide, with the hope of reducing the number of fatalities we are unfortunately seeing. 

I am also pleased to add that the government has released the state’s “Family and Domestic Violence Strategic 
Plan 2009-2013”. The plan not only aims to raise community understanding and awareness of family and 
domestic violence, but outlines ways in which government agencies can work more effectively to be more 
responsive to these situations. Family and domestic violence is a complex problem that requires a multi-agency 
response across both state and commonwealth government departments, and community sector organisations. It 
requires the involvement of WA Police, the courts, corrective services, child protection, health professionals, 
legal professionals, advocacy services, accommodation and support services, counselling services, and the 
education system. The Department for Child Protection is, as many are aware, at the front line in responding to 
domestic and family violence situations and resultant homelessness issues for women and their children. 
Through the commonwealth-state National Affordable Housing Agreement, recurrent funding of approximately 
$18 million per annum is allocated to domestic violence accommodation and support services, including 37 
women’s refuges.  

The Safe at Home program and the domestic violence outreach program are new domestic violence initiatives 
under the joint commonwealth-state National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness, with total funding of 
$6.8 million over four years. Safe at Home provides support for women who wish to remain in their own home 
following domestic violence. Specialist workers provide a risk assessment to determine whether it is safe for the 
women to remain at home, upgrades to home security are facilitated, and safety planning is undertaken to ensure 
confidence and safety. Women are linked with mainstream services, including legal services, to assist them to 
maintain stable housing. Linkages to WA Police through a memorandum of understanding and local protocols 
are critical. Safe at Home will be provided throughout the metropolitan area, and in the south west and 
wheatbelt. A domestic violence outreach program will also be developed and implemented in rural and remote 
locations. This program will operate from the time of issue of a police order for removal of the perpetrator, when 
the police officer obtains consent from the victim to release her details to a support service. The service then 
follows up during the period of the order, or on the next working day, making telephone contact and offering 
support. The domestic violence outreach program will be provided in the Peel, Pilbara, Murchison, great 
southern and goldfields. Often women leave their homes to escape domestic violence and find themselves in 
unstable housing, are dislocated from support networks and employment, and have their children’s education 
disrupted. The new programs provide another option for women and are based on individual assessment of risk 
and safety to allow women to make informed choices and to be able to sustain their housing, economic security 
and support networks. A new service will also provide a response to perpetrators identified through the Safe at 
Home and domestic violence outreach programs to maximise safety for women and their children  

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer.  
 


